Rousseau and the Women he Loved

of authority implied such a contract; that the terms of
the Implied contract furnished a test by which systems

of government might be judged ; and that when
governments ceased to carry out its terms their
authority ceased to be valid and It wan time to start
afresh. This whole of the French Revolution, from

the summoning of the States General onwards, was
implied in those propositions. They struck at the

divine right of kings and at the privileges of the

clergy and nobility. It only remained for practical
men to put the dots on the 5*&

A good many of the TB indeed were dotted by
Jean-Jacques himself* lie spoke of general elections,
universal suffrage, and constituent assemblies. He
advocated an elective aristocracy, declaring that a
hereditary aristocracy was "the worst of all." He
ridiculed the idea of the benevolent despot animated
by the love of his people :~-

"The power which           from the affection of the

people Is no doubt the greatest, but It Is precarious
and conditional Princes will never be contented
with it The best           want to have the power to

behave badly if they like without losing' their authority.
It is vain for the political philosopher to tell them
that, the strength of the                       identical with

their own strength, their true                is that the

people should be flourishing, numerous, strong.
They know very well that that Is not true Their
main personal interest IH that the             should be

weak and poor, and never        to          them."

Kings,  therefore, are  not   to  be                and
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